2 Hope That Returns

Introduction

“Darating pa ba ang tulong?”

Filipinos are no strangers to waiting—waiting for typhoons to pass, for family members to
return from overseas, or for relief after disasters. But the hardest waiting comes when life
feels hopeless and it seems like help will never come.

Over the past decade, the Philippines has experienced several devastating natural
disasters, primarily typhoons and earthquakes, leading to significant loss of life and
property. While the government and other charitable agencies helped relieve the effects
of the aftermath, many victims have remained in poverty, struggling to rebuild their lives
due to long-term economic and social impacts.

Worst Natural Disasters in the Philippines (2014-2024)

Typhoons:
1. Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) — November 2013

- One of the strongest tropical cyclones ever recorded, Haiyan devastated Eastern
Visayas, particularly Tacloban City, killing over 6,300 people and leaving millions
homeless.

- The total damages amounted to £95.5 billion ($2.2 billion).

- Despite extensive relief efforts, many survivors struggled with long-term
displacement, loss of livelihood, and inadequate rehabilitation.

2. Typhoon Rai (Odette) — December 2021

- Striking Caraga, Visayas, and Palawan, Rai caused catastrophic damage, resulting in
410 fatalities and over #51.8 billion ($1.02 billion) in damages.

- Thousands of families were left without homes and livelihoods, and poverty
deepened as agricultural and fishing communities faced significant setbacks.

3. Typhoon Trami (Kristine) — October 2024

- Making landfall in Isabela province, Trami caused extreme rainfall across Luzon and
Visayas, resulting in 162 fatalities and damages worth #17.6 billion ($357.44 million).

- Many survivors, especially in low-income communities, have been unable to fully
recover due to the destruction of homes and infrastructure.

Earthquakes:
1. 2019 Cotabato Earthquakes — October 2019



- A series of powerful earthquakes struck Cotabato with magnitudes 6.4, 6.6, and 6.5
on October 16, 29, and 31.

- These resulted in 31 deaths, over 778 injuries, and widespread structural damage.
- Despite aid, many affected communities remain economically distressed.
2. 2022 Luzon Earthquake - July 27, 2022

- A magnitude 7.0 earthquake hit Luzon, killing 11 people and injuring 615 with an
epicenter in Abra province.

- Infrastructure and historical sites were heavily damaged, and rehabilitation efforts
were slow, prolonging the economic struggles of many affected families.

God has promised that the greatest help of all is on the way: Jesus is coming back! His
return will bring an end to suffering, sickness, and sadness. It's not just a far-off hope—
it's a sure event that will change everything. In the face of life's biggest struggles, we can
look forward with confidence because Jesus has already won the ultimate victory. The
pain and troubles we endure now will be wiped away when He comes again, bringing
eternal peace and joy.

Discussion

The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is a central declaration in Christian theology,
encompassing several profound aspects:

1. Jesus Will Return in a Way Everyone Can See:

Christians believe that Jesus will return to earth in a manner visible to all. The Bible
states, “"Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him" (Revelation 1:7).
This suggests that His return will be a universally observable event, witnessed by all
people simultaneously. Unlike His first coming, which was humble and witnessed by few,
the Second Coming will be unmistakable and evident to everyone.

2. His Return Will Be Glorious and Powerful:

The Second Coming is described as a magnificent and powerful event. Jesus Himself
said, “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of
the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with
power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30). This indicates that His return will be
accompanied by extraordinary splendor and authority, far surpassing any earthly display.
The imagery of coming “on the clouds of heaven” signifies divine majesty and the
fulfillment of prophetic visions.

3. Believers Will Be United with Jesus:



At His return, a significant event will be the resurrection and gathering of believers. The
Apostle Paul explains, “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead
in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the
Lord forever” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). This passage assures that deceased believers
will be resurrected, and along with living believers, will be united with Christ eternally.
This event, often referred to as the “rapture,” signifies the ultimate reunion of Christ with
His followers, providing comfort and hope to Christians regarding life after death.

4. Jesus Will Bring Justice and Renew the World:

The Second Coming also entails the execution of divine judgment and the renewal of
creation. According to 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8, “This will happen when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do
not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” This underscores that
Christ’'s return will involve judgment upon those who have rejected God. Conversely,
Revelation 21:4 offers a vision of renewal: "He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has
passed away.” This portrays a transformed world where suffering is eradicated, and a
new, harmonious existence is established under God's reign.

Appeal

The Second Coming of Jesus is not just a prophecy—it is a promise. The Bible assures us
that Jesus will return in power and glory, a visible event that no one will miss (Revelation
1:7). His coming will be the most magnificent event in history, bringing both judgment and
restoration.

When He comes, He will gather those who have followed Him. Believers who have died
will be resurrected, and those who are alive will join them to be with Jesus forever (1
Thessalonians 4:16-17). This is the greatest hope we have—a future with Christ, free from
suffering, pain, and sin (Revelation 21:4).

But while His return brings joy to those who are ready, it will also bring judgment to those
who have rejected Him (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8). The Bible warns us that no one knows the
exact time of His coming (Matthew 24:42), so the question is: Are you ready?

Jesus longs for you to be part of His kingdom. He has given His life so that you can have
eternal life with Him. Today, He invites you to accept His grace, follow His teachings, and
live in faith.



Do not wait until it is too late. Now is the time to make your decision. Will you choose to
be ready for His coming? Will you give your heart fully to Jesus?

If you have not yet surrendered your life to Christ, He calls you today. Accept His love,
walk in His truth, and prepare to meet Him with joy when He returns. May we all be found
faithful, eagerly waiting for our Savior, and ready to be with Him forever.

Jesus is coming soon. Are you ready?



